Rapidly reversible resistance to immune lysis of L5178Y lymphoma cells in a tumor-dormant state in DBA/2 mice.
L5178Y cells in a tumor-dormant state in DBA/2 mice escape lysis by cytolytic T-lymphocytes and activated macrophages. In the present report these tumor cells were found to be less susceptible to lysis by anti-H-2, anti-Thy 1.2, and anti-AKR antibodies plus complement than was the same tumor cell population removed from tumor-dormant mice and allowed to proliferate in a nonimmune environment in vivo or in vitro. This rapidly reversible resistance to immune lysis may be due to arrest of the tumor cells in the cell cycle during the tumor-dormant state.